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Town of Middlebury 
Energy Committee / Energy Planning Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, March 31st, 2021 
 
 

Present via Zoom:  

   Committee Members - Diane Munroe, Richard Hopkins, Ross Conrad, Lisa Bernardin,  
             Howard Widelitz 

   Non-members: John Barstow, Jeff Howarth, Andrew L’Roe, David Carpenter 
 
Meeting started at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Review of Agenda:  
Howard went through the agenda and summarized the goal and objectives of the meeting. 
 
What we hope to get from Energy Plan – Comprehensive vs. Enhanced Energy Plan: 
Howard opened the discussion drawing a distinction between his understanding of a 
Comprehensive Energy Plan versus an Enhanced Energy Plan.  It was noted that an Enhanced 
Energy Plan is required for a town to have some influence on the siting of renewable energy 
projects, mainly solar siting or as Richard framed it, deference from the Public Utility 
Commission.  No one was able to identify instances when an Enhanced Energy Plan was used 
to challenge the siting of such a project.  As Ross noted, with changes to the finances of these 
projects by the state legislature, there have been fewer projects being constructed and 
therefore less of a need for such challenges. 
 
Ross questioned why it had to be an either/or and proposed including an Enhanced Energy 
component to the Comprehensive Energy Plan.  John indicated that the Town Planning 
Commission would need to approve an Enhanced Energy Plan and might not have the 
bandwidth to do so at this time, whereas a Comprehensive Energy Plan needs to get approval 
only from the Selectboard.  Ross also suggested obtaining public input on any plan developed. 
 
This requires a formal approval process through the regional planning commission.  Richard 
indicated that with an approved Energy Plan at the regional planning commission level would 
allow a Middlebury Enhanced Energy Plan be approved only by the Addison county Regional 
Planning Commission after going through the town approval process.  Andrew confirmed this 
and pointed out the other towns that have already completed the enhanced planning process.  
As John pointed out the Selectboard should be part of the approval process for both the 
Comprehensive and Enhanced Energy Plans.  There was also agreement that any plan 
developed would need to receive Town Planner (Jennifer Murray) and the Town Planning 
Commission buy-in. 
 
Richard also noted for context the work being done by CEAC (Climate Economy Action Center) 
at the county level in addition to a Comprehensive Plan at the state level and the Vermont 
Climate Council in response to the Global Warming Solutions Act.  It was agreed that these 
can be used for guidance but not necessarily a driver for the town energy planning process. 
 
The group agreed to move forward with developing a Comprehensive Energy Plan with an 
Enhanced Energy component to address the solar siting and conservation concerns. 
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Categories of Content to Include: 
In response to the question of what should be included in the Energy Plan, Ross stressed the 
importance of conducting outreach sessions with the community to gain insight into what they 
would like to see in the plan, like what the Town Planning Commission had done for the Town 
Plan.  Jeff noted it is important to factor in the needs of the non-humans into the plan as it 
relates to conservation.  This element of the plan will need to come from the Conservation 
Commission.  Howard suggested the Conservation Commission should take ownership of that 
portion of the Energy Plan.  Jeff agreed and emphasized the need to make landscape resilient 
to climate change beyond the engineering of our energy needs. 
 
Ross suggested the next step should be gathering data from various sources rather than us 
limiting the scope in this forum.  At the same time, there needs to be some direction by 
defining broad categories of items to include in the plan as Diane pointed out.  To that point, 
John mentioned transportation, reiterated Richard’s point about the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant and also perhaps factoring in the work done by the college in support of the MIT 
modeling study. 
 
Jeff was trying to understand how the Energy Plan we are discussing fits in with the Town 
Plan and the extent to which it might overlap the content of the Town Plan.  The Energy Plan 
should focus only on those things related to energy use, production and conservation through 
energy efficiency.  Andrew pointed out that although there is no guidance by the state for a 
Comprehensive Energy Plan, they do provide a checklist for an Enhanced Energy Plan which 
includes the broad categories of electrical use, thermal energy, transportation energy and 
generation.  He suggested starting with those and expanding it as needed.  He also mentioned 
how Bristol developed their Energy Plan and then pared it down as the Town Plan was being 
developed to not duplicate what the was being included in the Town Plan. 
 
Richard said a plan could have a series of recommendations or it could have a series of 
commitments with CEAC stressing the latter for their Climate Action Plan.  John said 
traditional plans include recommendation in each of the sections.  He said plans are 
aspirational and requires advocacy from the people or groups like ours.  Some of what is 
included in the state Comprehensive Energy Plan are in statutes such as the 25% renewable by 
2025.  There is agreement that the town Energy Plan should have some actionable goals to 
work toward. 
 
 
Develop Plan for the Plan – next steps: 
Jeff asked how we are planning on proceeding with developing both the Comprehensive and 
Enhanced Energy Plans and if the development is being combined into one effort.  The 
consensus is to develop both simultaneously with those items unique to enhanced energy 
planning inserted into the Enhanced Energy Plan to gain approval from the Regional Planning 
Commission. 
 
The next steps are to meet with Jennifer Murray and anyone else she believes should 
participate such as someone from the Town Planning Commission and then look to broaden 
the participation to the larger community after the meeting with Jen.  This group will leave it 
up to Jen as to how she wants to proceed with engaging the broader community and what 
role she would like us to play in the organization of that engagement.  John mentioned the 
college has in this effort and noted he is just the liaison and not directly representative of the 
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college but will look into whether they would like to include someone from the college to 
participate in the subsequent meetings.   
 
As we were out of time, it was noted that we will planning on meeting with Jen in two weeks 
and begin developing a work plan for the Energy Plan(s). 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


